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6th Grader



Writing is thinking
written down.



Reading

Speaking/Listening Writing



Oral Language

• Oral language, the complex system that
relates sounds to meanings, is made up of
three components: the phonological,
semantic, and syntactic (Lindfors, 1987)

• Some language experts would add a fourth
component: pragmatics, which deals with
rules of language use



Oral Language

• Before achieving proficiency in reading and
writing--and even after proficiency in
reading and writing have been achieved--
oral language is one of the important means
of learning and of acquiring knowledge
(Lemke, 1989).



Oral Language



The frequency
of new or 
unfamiliar

words found in
what is read

The volume
of words that

are read

Students who read just under five
minutes per week outside of school will
read only 21,000 words in a year.

Students who read nearly 10 minutes per
day will read 622,000 words a in year.

Students who read 15 minutes per day
will read 1,146,000 words per year.

Students who read over an hour a day
will read more than 4, 358, 000 words
per year.

Factors that Contribute to
Vocabulary Growth



chart

Handbook of Language & Literacy: Development & Disorders, Stone, et al.



The research…



Our Guiding Principles
• Direct & Explicit
• Alphabetic & Phonetic
• Diagnostic & Prescriptive
• Multi-sensory
• Analytic & Synthetic
• Structured, Sequential, Systematic
• Cumulative & Repetitive
• Cognitive
• Teaching to Automaticity



Pearson’s Model





Grammar



Grammar - Framing Your Thoughts

The agile cat ran across the field.

During snack, the excited students chat.

The agile cat
across

the field 



Grammar: Functions



Grammar:  Tenses



How can we break this process down?



The Process

Plan
Organize
Write
Evaluate/edit
Revise



Plan
• Brainstorming

• Thinking maps

• Webs

• Lists

• ‘Brain Dump’

• What is my topic? Who is my audience?



UNPACK the Prompt
• Underline key words.  Highlight or box action words.
• Number the parts of the writing prompt.
• Plan how you will respond to the prompt.  Think about the text

structure, and decide which strategies will help you plan and organize
your ideas.  Complete thinking maps, graphic organizers, or outlines.

• Answer the prompt by restating the question and writing a well-
developed composition that covers the points you have numbered.

• Check off each part of the prompt as you complete it.
• Know that you have done your best work by checking over what you

write.  Be sure you clearly and specifically respond to all parts of the
prompt.  Check for content, organization, language, and appearance
(COLA).

 



UNPACK the Prompt
 



Organize
• Select a graphic organizer

• Sequence ideas

• Include transition/signal words

• How are my ideas related?  Do I need any
additional examples of support?

Eric Jensen says that semantic memory is, “activated by
association, similarities, or contrasts”; mind maps and visual tools
assist students with such necessary connections (Jensen, p. 106).



Thinking Maps

Designs for Thinking, David Hyerle



Graphic Organizers



Graphic Organizers



Write
• Transfer notes from graphic organizer to

paragraph form

• Expand your ideas

• How can I ‘hook’ in my reader?

• End with a strong conclusion



Evaluate/Edit
• Read your paper out loud to yourself

• Use an edit check list (COLA, COPS,
CARRP)

• Consult with a peer or teacher

• Make changes to improve your paper



C.O.P.S



C.O.L.A.



CARRP









Revise
• Write a ‘clean’ copy of your paper

• Be sure to include all the changes

• Read and reread your final draft to be sure it
is correct



Student Sample 1









Student Sample 2









What can we do at home?

• Talk to each other!
• Read with each other
• Keep a travel journal or a family journal
• Categorize information
• Summarize/sequence a day
• Get out of the house!


